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pied pees raped together) “ak per boat in the half ye 
er cept’ per annum. In the second half of that 
WE atiaher af coolies in the gardens (Pabho: bahay i 
oS Dikroy) seems to have been 448,.and 
at the ratio of u penile? OF fer cent per annum. Th the first holt 
. _ the mortality wis not so heavy, but in the second half of 1870 it _ 
the rate of about 15 per cent annum. The death-rates in the 
ne “Tea Compa\ ny ’s gardens in the ishnath cisia-inalnding besides Ss Saaaas 
Bchale,'§ Singlgjan) an also heavy. The pe laren t 
the ens of both these companies may be in into parti anda — 
eh co assembled under Act II (B.C.) ae, im case any of ‘haart 
still very unhealthy. iii 
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From Coronet H. Horkinson, Agent to the Governor-General, and Commissioner of pre, 
to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department,— 
(No, 161, dated « Gowhatty, the 4th November 1871.) 


1 1 wave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your ‘letter No. 74 of the 16th 
September, rego that inquiries be made into the condition of the Baleeparah and Adhabari 
tea and in reply. beg in shape es ee 1, under 
12 of Act (B.C.) of 1870, to. ascertain Viatbe: she Seana an 
mieekions neti eee commie au 
e wing rem 

9%, From the complaint made by the laborers of the Baleeparah thet Boog Se 

" not receive their Sunday’s pay, and which complaint was found to be He 
the men were com| iad Sriskae teere~ Ae te n ie bind sg pest! 

f of section 69.of the Act, according to which no laborer is bound to work for more — 
six days in the week; and as it appears from the remarks of the committee that a 
system Pie eriat slatior obtains in other ens in the Durrung district, the inspector’s: 

| attention has been drawn to the subject, he has been requested to see that the 

_. of the Act on: this point are adhered to. ied RR seem, 
8. Again, the deduction of pay from men, who, oe eer Capertee 4 ind 


incapaci 
rad *s work, is most ira and illegal, net Lpeitig- 
ia) with your Galea sadvapentans No, 99 of t the et Deeember 1 
int ofc catia rp acho ayy equate eerie toe Sara % 
least some allowances,” is most cruel, and throws 


an) 
Megs 
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oe) ot would ra : 


: gardens reported on. bel to t 
mk, Limited, _and are under the munagement of Mr, Ninagons, ab entice ait 
tion of Teapore, and I can only hope that the inquirtes now made will induce the owners 
Re eon ove Sateteak atten the oralfate cf their oeckibe, ~~ 

The result of the inquiries directed is Konor in the 3rd ‘paragraph of your 
jpaeneang she Bishnath and Iyuctinpors Uoti: Gowen gardens, will be re; hereafter, 


“prea Basar J. M. Granam, Deputy Comutiesioner of Durr, to the Personal Assistant 
4 To the Commissioner of Assam, (No, 1291, dated Tezpore, the 24th October 1871.) 


* I nave the honor to state, for thé information of the ramissioner, that in 
. pursuaticé of instructions conveyed in his letter No. 1628 of the 20th ultimo, and in Goyvern- 
~ ment No. 74 of eae idem, a committee has been assembled to report on the Baleeparah 
and Adhabari t ens, belonging to the i and Masterman’s Bank, Limited, and to 
ei on its p ings. 
The committee was composed as follows :— 
Major J. M. Graham, ey Commissioner, 
Dr. fs Imthurn, Civil Sur, 
Mr. W. R. Phillips, Tea P wl of Gelahatin 
at 4 a.m, on the 7th October, reaching Adhabari pa at about 8 a.w., and 
i é lines, site, and water-supply, &c., after which the committee proceeded to 
pees they remained for the day, and next morning inspected the se 
is about four or five miles from Panipotah, staying there a 
time, ira obtaining ull necessary information. 
In the evening the committee a returned to Adhabari to complete their investigation; 
and returned the next morning to 
The eee: is the committee’s repost on the gardens :— 
Baeeraran, 


eats mae acct an eb 

uirements: is a space 

there is nothing to-find fait; and al the present ‘ 

nt out of re! fe fa etter thn the average of thowe of wate village ys 

Wsisnacsaneiva on a piece of ground raised about 2 fect above the preset sitiall i 

of the water of a jheel which compasses them on So seep he eerie doubt but ‘| 

that as this. jhoel receives i in the rains the inundation of the Bhoroli’ river, M 
! matt vel that season ana fr blow th velo he ar of he howe 
must, however, in fairness be rem at the same might as 

bes Jetel, in. vther gardens of the district, which are fairly Healthy, ‘Tho ‘con i 

however, are not inclined to attribute’the unhealthiness of the garden to the situation of the — 

) aeesibtioes ip im talsaal hey atv ony 


perry a 
eit tb-ptatcen tahoe the = 4 


oe that the me ne 
along with it ie 
an unfinished well which i 











‘ da ; and the deduction which the committee draw from the above 
be a acted on by <) malarious clima’ te, and Mi a apie circumstances ' ances as regi 
| * water, &e., above noted, get into a weak state, and being in consequence incapacitate: 
earning full wages and being mulcted of the soy wages, are unable to provide the 
that is live sufficiently well, to recover strength, an consequently die. : 
fhe excuse for the non-payment of Sunday wages was within the | 
anager ; and although payment of Sunday wages is said to be made in the ; 
of Adhabari, the manager admitted it was not made in Baleeparah, on the score ie 
allowed him for the maintenance of the garden being insufficient. The ited that 
at one time he had ordered the payment of the “Sunday hazri,” but finding the funds 
supplied him would not meet this demand, he was obliged to stop it. 7 Be ieg 
" Having, then, came to a conclusion that the general unhealthiness of the Baleeparah 
, added to its consequent results as regards the pay of the coolies, has conduced to the 
Pie cosctalty, the committee feel that to be consistent they should close the Bi th 
a lr ag ae labor, and would have no hesitation in doing so did they not consider 
by the removal-of the lines to the high ground in the neighbourhood of the Mansiri river, 
. which is about a mile distant, and the residence of an efficient European manager or assistant 
on the spot, who would look to the welfare and fair treatment of the coolies, the present 
| excessive mortality would doubtless be avoided ; and they therefore, while declaring, in the 
terms of section 112 of Act II of 1870, the present garden and coolie lines of B as 
 anfit for human habitation, declare that if the arrangements above suggested be out 
_-withoft delay, the garden may remain open to imported labor, but not residence. aa Yas 
Fes ie Apuapant. ay 
‘The Adhabari garden is situated on a narrow plateau, surrounded on three sides by an 
ws ye tract of low land, the greater part of which is under rice cultivation. The level of 
the garden is from 30 to 50 feet above the level of the surrounding paddy fields; the latter 
are liable to inundation by the Bhoroli river. A small river forms the northern boundary of 
the high land, and is the only source of drinking water for the inhabitants ppg 4 
urhood © ee a 
? The garden looks as if it might be exposed to malaria from the surroundin 
however, to be noticed that the gardens of the orate eer er concern : 
ed close by, and yet there is much less‘sickness and m lity in the latte 
Adhabari. The state of the coolie lines was on the whole satisfactory. The 
not less than 9 x 18 feet superficial space, the side wall being about 6 and 6 | 
‘is ample space between the , and the lines are intersected by numero: 
pee ie ant, peat mak be eee teeta 
1s, 1 0 ‘ i is no ¢ 
ynothing interrupt ventilation. The water from the little ri 
clear, : 



















































‘a tile away, are ob 


entilated; in fact, it 


sixteen suchins aha three fee apart in rooms separated 
. Pour of the machans are in separate but, a somewhat on 
for sine patients, and the want,of isolation is not satisfactory ear . 
ee eook-room and a house for the servants, a cook and a pt 2 
supply of medicines, and also the most necessary implements for (het 
prepa e kept in t ee at the Baleeparah garden in good order. The native } 
doctor keeps th records of the hospital transactions. These records give the following data of pis 
sickness and mortality for the nine months ending the 30th Sepeaites 1871. _ Nevertheless, Be | 
it is the opinion of the committee that this garden, which employs a large number of coolies, ay 
aye either a European manager or assistant on it, as the absence of such a person oat 
considered, lead to circumstances which might affect the health and condition Ce 
of ‘the Sita, and thus canse a return of the former heavy mortality. aI 
Geyerat Remarks. ‘ ete 
see of admissions into hospital from Adhabari, 21 most frequent ; Baleeparah, 104, oe | 
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Diseases. 


































ease oe ed Se exe -+» 25 cases, 
Dropsy ave os we Peeyies > ipear sf 
Fever =A 900 nas i Sig AO be 
‘Diarrhea ... fen ahs re was, “ap ese 
Venereal affection ay oY ive sas’ De ttes 
Bronchitis ... Ws sia ase Pr On 
sot |) toh tes oes ee cet ht 4 eats 
Bog TOlcers, — owe we tee coe) Os Sena eae ; 
‘ Deaths in Hospital. —Adhabari Coolies. ®t te | 
From Dysentery aes see at ee zt} 
» Cholera so eee ioe “idk 
f 3 » Dropsy toe ee vos tot 
PAE Baleeparah Coolies. * 
rsh Ae ‘Pom Diventery = toe sae son ee 
TEN ra go” TORY Bee pe es Pg hfe 
site wt » Diarrhea nee oy Sor Ea 
. » ‘Tetanus sas itu ee 





The deaths occurred at Balceparah : — 


Sto aeouekHoHe 



















N b : 1871.) t: ey. eye ty Rate tg rin PTE es eat ert al 

--T nave laid before the Lieutenant-Govern Beas r letter | 

oo 4th instant, enclosing the committee’s re under ‘secfion 
TI (B.C.) of 1870, on the gardens of Baleeparah and Adhabari, 
2. The Lieutenant-Governor gathers from the report that not. only 
the situation of Baleeparah necessarily unhealthy, but the water is bad a 
the lines near the level to which the water of the jheel rises during the rains, 
Tn addition to this, it is found that the laborers do not earn more “Rs. 2-8 
a month on the average, while rice is from 9 pie to 1 anna a seer; that they are 
only paid for six’ days in the week, (their Sunday pay being illegally deducted) ; 
that when suffering from fever they are still obliged to work in order to get an; 
allowance at all: in the words of the committee the coolies “get into a on 
state, and being in consequence incapacitated from earning full wages, and 
being mulcted of the Sundays’ wages, are unable to provide the means ; thut is, 
to live sufficiently well to recover strength, and consequently die.” The 
manager explains that the funds supplied to him are insufficient. There is, 
however, no European manager or assistant living on the spot, and the 
conclusion to which the committee come, is that the present garden and the 
lines of Baleeparal are unfit for human habitation; but they propose certain 
arrangements which will, they think, make it possible for coolies to work at 
the garden, though not to reside there. 
3. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot too strongly express his reprobation 
~ of and pain at the state of things which has been found to exist at this garden, 
and he very fully approves of the view you have taken of the case, and of your 
orders to close the existing garden to all imported laborers. 

4. As the committee have taken a more lenient view in regard to the 
Adhabari garden, the Lieutenant-Governor cannot of course interfere; but he 
desires that the inspector will be particularly careful to inspect the garden - 
frequently, and to pay special attention to the illegal practice of not paying the 

laborers their full wages, including Sundays, and will insist upon proper hospital | 

accommodation being provided. e 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor concurs with you in the hope that the Agra 

Bank Corporation, who are the owners of these gardens, will see the necessity 

© of providing a resident European manager, and of seeing that their imported 
éoolies are treated with justice and with reasonable care and attention in the 
future. . He deeply regrets that so discreditable a state of things should be 
brought to light in gardens owned by so large and important an institution, 
; he 


‘A No. 8799. 
Cory of this letter, and of the one to which it is a reply, with encl 
to the Assistant Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
Legislative Department, in continuation of this office memorandum No. 841 
dated 13th October 1871, for consideration in connexion with the necess 
revi section 117, Act II (B.C.) of 1870, and with special reference 
want of suflicient aber to compel payment of wages when the 
bled by the un ealthiness of the places to which they are brought. —_ 
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pasar a3 No. 8800. a 
Cory of this letter, and of the one to which it is a rep 
cp Tie rience Department of Pee he Por 
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Not received |* 89 12 
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Not received ditto d 
Nil Nil 19th Nov, 1871 


ditto ditto ; ditto. 
ditto ditto "3! ditto, 
Not received | Not received jf 29th Oot. 1871, 
Nil Nil ¢ 10th Nov. 1871, 
ditto ditto, 
ditto [ ditto, 
ditto ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 


vu] Not received T8th to 99nd Oct, « 
40 Not received 2nd to 8th Oct. : 
. Net Fecsivad Oth Och: S966 Bites “ae 
< rom une, received q 
Oth to 28nd Oot, sid 


12th Noy. 1871. 5a 
ditto —_,..; Not received 9th to 22nd Oct. 
Sth Oct, 1871. SPL 


19th Nov. 1871 | Not recorded 6th ¥o 19th Mareh, | 
wo not received Sma 30th Oe 
ditto +| From Ist April, and not 1 
16th to 22nd Oct. ; 
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‘/12th Noy. 1871 
\ ditto see 
6th Nov. 1871. 
‘loth Nov. 1871. 
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ditto, 
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2th Nov, 1871 
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19th Nov, 1871. 
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ae barometer as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means are ( 
e ba four hourly observations made during the day. 
-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in peer 10 
of mere't the eg saturation of which being taken at unity.—The 


ne that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above 
Cay Sibi of wid, vs indioated by Bobinson's anemometer, is registered. 


he 
> extreme variation of ae nginaesic ge lpr past seven day#™ 


during 
‘max. temperature during the corresponding period of the past year 
he mean momidty during the past seven days 


ne eam ding the corseaponding pid ofthe pst year 


by lower rain 
dR stcn on hh a = Li anemomeer gue 


average of seventeen 
“een ES a ore do mry and the Diet re sain! 


dite average of eeventen previous your, 
















, 





: : sais ee rae a 
22° 33" . Longitude 88° 20’ 34” east. Height of the 
sr above the sea-level, 18°11 feet. : 
GY S58 MONTHLY RESULTS. © 
height of the barometer for the month * és os 




















height of the barometer occurred at 9 a... on the’l6th Ale vee 2991 
Min. height of the barometer occurred at 3 P.M. on the 26th ie vee 29624 
Extreme range of the barometer during the month sis macen ve OB5B: 
ean of the daily max. pressures soe ie eos wee 29867 
tte ditto min. ditto i e. A vee 29748 | 
Mean daily range of the barometer during the month... one vse ig OO ae 
ae 
Mean dry bulb thermometer for the month cbs was Ps she = 
Max. temperature occurred at 3 p.at. on the 4th ah re ie | eo 
* Min, temperature occurred at 5 & 6 a.m, on the 26th & 27th ee me So | 
Extreme range of the temperature during the month —... et me oe 21 i 
Mean of the daily max. temperature ake aes aie aoe SFT Sa 
Ditto ditto _min, ditto see ene tee ane fc 
Mean daily range of the temperature during the month wae 





Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month __ se 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bulb thermometer 


Computed mean dew-point for the month ... ‘a wwe 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above computed mean dew-point sa 
Mean elastic force of vapour for the month ang eT 


‘pheasiorsight of-apour for the'month ... v5 - 
- Additional weight of vapour required for complete saturation 


Mean degree of humidity for the month, complete saturation being unity eae 





Mean max. solar radiation thermometer for the month oes ee 
i Rained 9 days,—max. fall of rain during 24 hours ods ca od 
-Potal amount of rain during the month calle on Pa: aa aaok 
j Lara ep ay rain indicated by the gauge* attached. to the anemometer during 
- the mon ifee av ta aa 
Prevailing direction of the wind # 2 WNW,NWES 
& ®* Height, 70 feet 10 inches above ground. a te 


: Gorey. 
* The 28th November 1871, In charge of the ( 
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exer | 1,70,518 21m) 18180 16 9 
1,660,983 21,08,368 16.10 


95,834} | 1,75,215 1 7 | 16,001 7 8 
rss _ W418 7 “sn 
738,777 | 24,28,000 8 10| 292,630 15 10 aan: ongasae 1 7 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 11th November 1871, on 223 miles open. 


175,006 9 10 16,042 3 7 


18,498 15 4 1,605 14 9 48,225 0 
8215 38 vi aeloanine 
1,90,825 8 8 17,402 610 415,400 30 


EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 


2 04.| oman ors. ape 
1 61 41516 oe 4 ‘ 
sr FY) 0 are at H 
22,010 9 1) 1,100,525 164 430,501. 3 o 








’ EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. ea 


Approximate Return of ‘Traffic for tock ended 18th November 1871, on 223 miles open. 3 
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4818} Qinie 3 2,088 4 2 M4757 30 n,877 13 38 102.19 +? 
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- 71126" | 212,906 14 11 | £19,521 1 0 450,108 20 | 145,497 11 9 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Beretta (fe Guarmn recei ts Btinmenere, rately, on pa it Rupees per 
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Telegraph Office ... r 
Cuttack {3a is be 50°23 i pe 
Fils Pont 6 Sa ee ditto. Fe ‘ 
. i “ é Bitto. aunts 
ditto ditto, a Sued 
ditto 6 ditto, tor 
Not recoived 19th Nov. 1871, ‘ 
lasore > xi ea or peg a3 
iowa ‘ ‘ot recei ‘ov, 1871, 
on 4. N Nil 26th Noy, 1871. 
., Not received | 6642 [20th Oot, 1871, 
Nil % 26th Noy. 187). 
ditto ditto. © 
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ditto 
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ditto 5 
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ditto 
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ie! 19th Nov. 1871 
t received Bi Sov. 4 
Nehres 26th Nov. 1871, 
ditto ditto. 
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ditto ae w| Not received 2nd to: 
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a = le suseived oth Sth Noy. 
26th Nov. 1871 | From 6u and not reovived 
; 9th to 9nd Oc Oct. ped 
ditto, 
Siers’ | ot received seh te ai 
itro “5 vi to fe 
12th Nov, 1871 | Not received 9th to 22nd oct” 
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19th Nov. 1871) Not recorded 6th to 19th Mureb, 
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ae 
» Port Blair aa J ™ Pi 
ya a oo728 85°9 4 8 38° EB 
late " te 29°800 817 66 srw * 
(oe Point es 20770 851 50 81° Ww 
| hay ae © a 29°73 825 81 8 8 E 
Sang ba ee 29781 840 67 8 @E 
wet aie 20°798 B20 85 818° E 
i = ot] Bae si a | fue 
fey. pan ‘i 820 68 8° Rk 
Dir : oo 20°78 817 6 Ne’ E 
Bese G 29°680 £28 65 8 00" E 
ei 29°733 Bil 65 N 30° E 
hia “ sereseses 839 35 N ser 
Bie a 29-699 31 N 80° EB 
a 4 Se. a 29788 os bef 8 or 

f oo 18 

— Gowalparah a 29°729 80-9 18 Ss ew 
3 Shillong x Aa 29°768 80°8 34 8 62? W 
| Benares aos "698 8l7 41 8 83° K 
| Roorkee is 20°64 85°? 16 5 8 W 
he 
fi! NOTE. 


Barometric Pressure.—The pressures in column 2 of the above table for all stations below 
500 feet are reduced from those given in column 8 of the table on the previous page by 
adding the weight of a column of air of the corresponding temperatures given in column 17. 
For stations ®f above 500 feet elevation, the reduction is made by Dippe’s tables as given 

in Guyot’s “ Meteorological and Physical Tables.” . 
ee bern pore in column Phy reduced from those in column 17 on the 
preceding ing 1 t. for every 350 feet. 

Wied Divcltn-—The mean wind direction and its comparative prevalence are calculated 
from the whole number of wind observations recorded during the half month. The latter is 
pa a he ag of the whole nugnber of observations. The mean direction is calculated 

the way by Lambert’s formula. 
__ The above being all comparable, afford the data for constructing a meteorological chart for 
the half month, which shall show the isobaric and isothermal lines and the resultant wind 
directions, which last m4 be represented by arrows of Ly de length proportioned to the 
prevalence of the wind, To these may be added the rainfall from the previous tables, 


Catcvurta, Hewry F. Branrorp, — 
The 30th November 1871. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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ions taken at the Surveyor-General's 
Office, Calcutta, from 22nd to 30th November 1871. 










































. = Pi 
4 ad £12 Guxnnat Rewanxe. 
Month. 3 te i 3 
e =. a| 2 
a s . Lad 
$ 2 aia 
a i ala 
poet 
° | © (e} ° h 
Nov. 22nd) 20°988 | 810 | 69:0 1870) 744) O84! B42 / O72 sW oor | SOB] oe | one rend clear. Slightly 
{ foggy at ) p.m. 
28rd} = 070 | 626 | 670 141.0] 74:2} 671 | O21] “O7|ISWH WS)... 108'0| «.. | «| Clear, cirri and cirroen- 
w | muli, Slightly foggy 
from 7 to lu pM, 
4th) = 998 | 835 | CFO 1400) 740 | 077 | 627) “87 |WEWEW.... |) 761)... |. | Clear and cirrocumnli, 
slightly foggy at 7 p.x. 
26th; «992 | 820 | 676 1870 | 736 O88 687) 62 |WE&NNW)... | 1900) 0. | Chose: Slightly foggy 
from 7 to ll pm. . 
26th) 962 | Bid | 646 | 1870] 71-9 860 | 677 | 63 INNW&W)... | 1048)... |... | Clear. Slightly foggy 
by N at midnight, and from 
8toll pm. 
f 27th} =—-920 | 79°7 | 682 /1870| 707 | 626) 661 | 2 Why NWN... | 1188)... 10 ‘Clear. Slightly foggy at 
| Wa&Nw midnizhteand 1 a... 
} and from 7 to 11 p.m. 
26th) 063 | 788 | 620 1364) 700 | 637! 587. “CO INW & NN)... 1009... | .. Clear. Slightly foggy 
| w from midnight to2 a.m., 
| and 7 to 11 Pat. 
20th) = 047 | BOS | 63:5 | 136% | 710 | 650 | 6O2 |) 7O|INN W&N)...| 88:1) .. |. | Clear and cirro Sigh 
Ww foggy from midnight to 
7 am. and at 9PM. 
80th} 908 | B24) 650 1420 73° | 659) BOL | 66 Wie w by] .. | 763) ... \ Clear and cirri, 

















Tue mean barometer as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day. . 

The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken ut unity.—The receiver of the 
lower rain gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches above the level of the 
ground.—The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon to noon. 


C) 
The extreme variation of temperature during the past nine days <a 26 
The max, temperature during the past nine days «= BB 
The max. temperature during the corresponding period of the past year «. 880 
The mean humidity during the past nine days Z we 0°66 
Tie mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year sot JOUR 
Inches, 
The total fall of rain from 22nd to 80th... { id retin Al oe ao 
Ditto ditto average of seventeen previous vears «o» — Nil 
Diito between the Ist January and the 30th November we 93°31 
Ditto ditto ditto dituo, average of seventeen previous years... 68°87 
. GopewnautH Sen, 


Ca 


LouTTa, In charge of the Observatory, 
The 2nd December 1871. P 
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mi Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 




























































































































f ” 
, EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE. ° 
Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 25th November 1871, on 1,280 miles open. 
° . 
| COACHING TRAPFIC, MxeuCHANDISN AND MingenaL TRAYPIC. 5 © 
x i | ES ‘otal eesti 
| as receipts, 
» Rabiesactieg | Conching receipts. jee carried. Receipts, 
— EE _—— —_—S—$—————————— —— - 
Re. As. P. £ ad. Mas. Sra. Rs. As. P. ead) £aa %& 
traffic for the week 110,984 | *1,90,541 12 2) 18,272 19 1 oss.ia2 30 | 42a 3 8/| s8om 2 2) 8680 2 1 
Or por mile of railway ‘a oss ion 1 “45 0/* mite 329 2 6 4 3 6 “9 0 
For previous 20 weeks of half-year 1,845,506 ease 4 2) 223,044 6 6 8,017,860 20 } 51,8808 6 9 | 471,067 10 5 | 696,711 16 11 
sy _—_———$_$_—_—}—__— | —| = 
Total for 21 weeks .. | 1,956,400 | 26,89,008 0 4| 261,017 6 G | — 0,271,020 10 | 65,60,239 10° 0 | 519,695 12 7 | 761,608 19 © 
COMPAMISON. ss er ace er aT a 
Total for corresponding week of | | 
previous year cig - here a ta M94) | 147,421 2 5) 18,515 12 1 534,989 10 $95,070 2 6, 86,20012 0) 40,774 4 1 
Per mile of railway torrespond- ] | | 
ing wook of previous year an eee | 130 47 W118 10 | aeons 30 9 7 32 011 4319 9 
oul to corresponding date of | } | 
previous year wee ne ve | 1,086229% 27,0401 11 9 | 262,513 6 2] 9,040,518 0 70.81,323 5 8, 649,121 6 2 | 901,634.14 4 
——<—<—<— <<< 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 25th November 1871, on 223 miles open. 
———— . - ghana 
| Rs. As. P. | 2ad. Mds, Srs,| Rs. An. P. end) £4 
Tota! traffic for the week ie 7347 29,000 01 7 | 200814 6 e214 0 | (17,088 2 o 1621 8 4, 4,286 210 
Or per mile of railway | aw Sais mM 5 8 1119 6 sone 9 | 9 5 1 756 5 19 4 5* 
For previous 20 weeks of half-year... TH0564 | 1,068,909 6 10 | 18,000 3 8 825,056 0 | 221,628 12 6 | 20,506 16 1 | 38,900 19 4 
_——— |_—$——$—_— cr \— aS 
Total for 21 weeks =... £3,001) | 2,26,885 2 5 20,604.17 9 | — 885,000 0 290,216 15 S| 21,028 4 5 |) 42,503 2 8 
——— 
ComPautson. ———_ ——— A 
Total for corresponding week of | | 
previous your a BES 3,002 10,701 311 980 19 0 B1,441 20 8,828 13 2 809 6 2) 170 5 8 
Per mile of railway corresponding | . 
wook of proviows year. ‘ gedes 47:15:10 48 0) 30 9 5 312 7) 807 
‘Total to corresponding date of pro- | \ 
VIOUS FOOT «seve oe tet 74,728  2,28,058 210 | 20,502 © 6 481,000 0 | 154326 SIL} 14146 12 0) $4,648 12 0 
EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 25th November 1871, on 156) miles open. 
a 
Rs, As. P. @ad Mads. Srs, Rs. As. P, £ad. £ad. 
Total trac for the week ... 36,000) | 92,285 9 3 2082 16 11 61,707 0 19,958 12 6 182911 1) 3872 8 0 
Or per mile of railway 231 | a 6 4 18 1 0) 124 6 127-8 6 11 13 10 % 14:10 
For previous 21 weeks of half-year 627,801 2,709,152 11 6 25,689 0 1) 1,274,088 17 4,900,007 5 6 45,757 0 0} 71,34 0 2 


—_————— 


47,586 11 1 





| 
| 


———Ss —————— 


Total for 22 weeks we | 563,900) | 3,01,438 4 8 27,081 17 0 | 1,826,205 17 | 6,19,026 in 
} 


—_—_————_ 





ee | 




















ComPanison, 
Total for corresponding week of 
pirevious year nee us ast | 15007 211 | 140818 g| oI go | BT BB) 81 TF 4071 5 
‘eik of previoon year a 304 138 9 8 1214 1 1g 0 sol 8 2713 2 w7 3 
Tous ear e glee pre- | ss2,an) | 284,061 10 4 | 26,038.19 10 | 2,402,740 88 | 9,55,837 12 8 60,061 15 10 | 76,900 15 8 
; eee 
CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN STATE RAILWAY. - 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 25th November 1871, on 28.miles open. 











Mads. Srs. Rs. As. P. 





Zotal trafic for the week eo 12,217 20 3471 6 
‘Or per-mile 41 0 1264 
of erauke of half-year. vio 0| 3910 7 Ble 





—— 





Yor previous? 





Total {or 8 wooks o 1,02,506 20 3,257 8 9 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 9th December 1871. ; 





Present: a 


His Honor tae Lievrenant-Governor or Bena, presiding. ; 
-H. L. Dawrrer, Ese., ae 
A. R. 
8. C., 
¥., A. 









Tompson, Esg., 
Bayiey, Esq., 


Esq., 
©. E. Berwarn, Esq., 
Movtvm Axspoo. Lurerr, Kaan Banapoor, 
_'T. M. Rosrson, Ese., 
ee 
An onuNn Tagore, ) 
Dievmser Mrrrer 


and Me, Rails aa of allegiance and ‘dace? 
ly a : 









of business for the day was the the hon’ble member on the left 
(is, nard) would make for leave to bring in @ Bill to consolidate and amen, 
' law relating to municipalities. . Hon’ble members were awareethat. at 
qresent there are a number of these Municipal Acts, under trhich varions 
, oe throughout the province are constituted. This Bill proposes toy: 
_ consolidate the existing laws, aud in some respects to amend them. His Hoyor 
considered the subject to be of the most extreme importance. —— ; 
~ the words used by a great man in another part of the .world when ail 
answer to the cry for home ruleé—a cry which, to some extent, had been ‘in 
—that the best and most useful and practical method of home rule was by 
means of local administration. His Honor was a great believer in local'self-goy 
ment. Under free constitutions nothing tended so much to keep the free, 
and under constitutions which were se PDO EA free ene se 80 much to 
help the people. to some of the benefits of freedom, as decentralized jocal munici. 
Ear tnall parte xf the country. In such a country nothing so much tended 
to prepare the people for a measure of gradual freedom—nothing so much 
emancipated them evs the burden of despotic rule, as the constitution of free 
municipalities. His Honor was most anxious that the Council should do all in 
their power to create municipalities not only legally, but in fact and in trath 
snes them bond fide as far as possible par bes It is one of the main 
objects—he might say the main object—of the Bill which the hon’ble member 
would shortly explain to the Council, to foster those self-governing institutions. 
It might be doubtful whether these wonderful indigenous institutions, so well 
known in other of India, these little republics, these village communities, 
which remained intact when empire after empire fell to. pieces, whether they 
ever existed to any very large extent in eagal it might be doubtful whether 
there were any such institutions so perfect here as there were elsewhere ; but 
though the le of Bengal have not the same experience of these institutions 
as the people of some other parts of the country, he believed that they are the 
most advanced in point of modern education, and therefore his sanguine 
was that they are more peepee accept municipal institutions as they are now 
constituted on western models. The efforts of Government should therefore be to 
create, self-acting municipalities where they do not now exist. The education 
which had been given to the upper and middle classes of this mirpene 4 might or 
might avin poe Trstin stem, nae Honor thought that aes created 
a very intelli of men—a class in many respects e of rovern- 
soca and he hoped and trusted they would find in paaipegiarts of the Gi 
saprg, seligiened, and public-spirited men who would devote themselves to 
the of the country in making the most of these self-governing institutions — 
to which he had alluded. : Cael Bee 
ma The pee vba Ba 5 = pop itted to the a was one-atsheeal 
imp : he meant the Bill for registration licensing of jute ware-— 
in Calcutta. islation on this subject had long been ae bf 
eek had: recently been forced into promit 





































the | ulars of the Bill which was proposed : to be 

Esobiedt, ou be. gagtained iby yp foentbie.snmenbet 

pTeasure. es ay em rmnT on Fb 

e next was another Bill, also of local importance to Caleutta : 
xte Seba res Sonera ee 
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sloutta: despc nothing could bef wiser taae ae ae of the 
Goverrment ; ae ee the Government were ciently great 
y. It®was to tally impossible that Government could so aves ies 
=, attention to the many local questions which must arise in Calcutta as to give 
“satisfaction 8 itself as well as the public. Government is anxious that that res- 
iwibility should be fully shared oy those members of the community to whom 
| been entrusted the government of the town. And His Honor would say, 
with regard to the graver questions requiring thé sanction of the Legislature, that 
he this Council as standing in respect to the corporation of the justi¢es 
somewhat in the position of an upper house,—a sort of senate, where those 
measures sanctioned <% the corporation would receive more mature and calmer 
consideration in what he might call a higher and clearer atmosphere. With 
regard to the question of borrowing for the improvement of the town, he 
was anxious that the matter which had been considered by the justices 
should also be considered by the Council. So far as His Honor himself had 
formed an opinion on the subject, it seemed to him quite beyond doubt that 
the improvements which the co tion proposed to undertake—improvements 
which were specified and explained in the letter of the chairman of the 
justices—were as desirable as any upon which money could be expended. He 
th that all are agreed that the a of drainage, which has ee 
and carried out to partial completion, has been a success. He was qui 
sure that he would be the last man to stand in the way of the extension of a 
which has benefited the European portion of the town’ to the Native 
portion also. His belief was that this Council could probably approve of the 
action taken in carte el ae + hand, = ieee the debts 
of the city are rapidly accumulating, aud are a v eavy burden, amounti 
ear vo than a million sterling. To edi plete the undertaking ae 
consideration would add considerably to that amount. Well, then, we were in 
this matter to a certain extent not only acting for ourselves, but were acting as 
trustees no ape and it was for the Council anxiously to consider whether it 
was right , for the interests of the present and future generations, that 
we should undertake to sar. these works, which were of the very greatest 
benefit:to the town and inhabitants of Calcutta. 2 


The last Bill on the list was also one of great importance, which had been 

y for a considerable period under the consideration of the Council, but 
which he believed the hon’ble member'in charge was about to s that we 
should for a certain time postpone, in order that further consideration might be 
given to certain points connected with it. He alluded to the Bill relating to 
embankments and drainage. A ion had been made that the Govern- 
ment was anxious, by means of this Bill, to rid itself of obligations which 
it undertook in the last century, at the time of the decennial settlement. 
Speaking for himself, he might say that the Government had no such wish: 
















as a of the decennial settlement, which ‘after- 
abel. not tod itself of those obligations. That 












in regard to the relations ied 






; 1 was, as the hon’ble member in yc: of the Bill would 
y tell the Council, that any obligations distinctly undertaken by the 
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should be maintained intact, and that 


ree mw wold a 
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Bill, which was easure nat 
kind. He had the honof to submit to the Council on that occasion a petition 
of the inhabitants of a locality in Bengal, who expressed a great desire to 
“undertake certain works for the improvement of their lands. Well, then, i 
might be possible to introduce further measures which will allow of the yolun- 
tary union of different classes in different localities to undertake improvements 
x the common good. He meely threw that out as a hint of the measures . 
"which might follow those which had been slroedy submitted to the Council. 
Before erg he it might be well, His Honor thought, thatrin additi 
to this notice of the Bills to be immediately submitted, he should in a rough 
way inform the members of the Council of the subjects under the consideration of 
the Government, and in carrying which into effect it was possible Government 
might ask the assistance of the Council gp begs of legislation. One of these 
measures is in regard to the great canals for irrigation and navigation which 
have been undertaken by the Government. All are aware that in Orissa canals + 
of that kind have been already carried far towards completion. But the great 
difficulty and great dilemma is, that great objection a, ep ye the people 
of the parts alluded to to the arrangements under which it is at present proposed 
to allow the use of water for irrigation. That subject is under a 
anxious consideration of the Government. His own impression was, that it 
ably be necessary that the law affecting the irrigation system should 
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re-considered, and ‘in the course of the session it is not improbable that it 






















subject which, anger a subject pon i 
respect to emigration from to countries which are 
diction of this Council several questions have arisen, in regard 
the Government has been led to believe that it is desirable in some 
ory law. Riu ples a wchlent: wie eat aa Be 
“ 
another subject in 
h that 













3 tr p early Teche . 3 
yvinces ; some of them also gave certain powers to the Hig 

sh this Council was not competent to deal, and the Legislat 

l in its wisdom thought proper to deal with them so far as to 
wyeep them away, not with the objec? of rendering them infrue- 
° there was a clause in the Bill lately passed by the Indian Legis- 
hich provided that the principles of these laws should stand. Still the 
exy of these old Regulations had been swept away, in order that. we 
‘might be able to build upon the foundation enactments more suited to modern 

requirements and to provide for them more effectually. One of the Regulations 
“which was somewhat unexpectedly to him swept away in the process of repeal- 
ing obsolete, enactments was this Regulation of 1793, and the consequence 
was, that we were now left without any mene for carrying out the prinei- 
ples laid down by that Le one which were still a law, 
although the Santhin was now wanting. The subject had been pressed upon 
the consideration of ‘the Government for some time past. Both the records 
of the Government and the public prints had been full of complaints ; that that 

tion was in all parts of the country set at defiance; that there was h 

a river in Bengal upon which internal duties were not in some shape levied, 
and that other duties were in many shapes levied. A case was submitted to 
‘the Government in which compensation was paid for a hit, and the proprietor 
simply removed the hit to a short distance down the river; and at the cry 
















time that. he received the compensation, he also levied duties as m 
asever. This subject was p on the consideration of the Government, but 
it‘ involved so many ‘difficulties that we were not “ prepared for immediate 

islation when we found that the old machinery had been swept away.” It 
would probably be the duty of the Government to submit to the Council a 
measure on-this subject as early as possible. 


“Papers” would shortly be published, and would no doubt soon be made 
tent to the Council, which wo shor fist.gom eins hod oe: reostved 
28 I any ‘ of country ; at another amen: provision. f + 

r Ge had been, he was sorry to say, systematically set at nau eg 
ant the Regulation which prohibited zemindars from levying abwabs, or cesses, 
‘ion to the proper revenues. We had circulated these papers for the Re 
: hh officers of Government, and of certain selected . 3 in 

a ence and published them, and it would be for the Gou es 
whether we could make the machinery for carrying out those; he 
‘somewhat more stringent than at present. 9) 
abject connected with the land; and which we were also bor 
8s tlris, whether some permanent provision for the maintena’ 
rks might not be necessary: The Council were’ aware that 
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» a'question upon which the mem 
uld be better able to come to a just conel 
‘it would be necessary to make some pr 


























Bengal towns, e e of Caleuttay 
differént laws, each with its own! system and procedure. 
‘Acts was Act XXVI of 1850, which ge Hd ‘Governmen 
orporation in any town where the inhabitants may express @ 
government, Under this law there were only two municipalities in 
. namely Monghyr and 4 ance to" The next Municipal Act ig XX ‘6 
under which the whole Municipal Government vests in the magistrate.” 
‘main object of this Act is to provide for the payment of chowkeydars 
town watchmen. The magistrate appoints these maga ee asgigns their 
salaries, manages the town fund, devotes its surplus to cleaning or lighting 
the town, and nominates a punchayet, who are to help him in sing — 
‘the town tax. Forty towns in Bengal had a quasi-municipal organization under 
~ Act XX of 1856. PRESS 
~ The next municipal law was enacted by this Council as Act IIi of 1864, and 
was called the “ District Municipal Improvement Act.” Under this Act some- 
thing approaching to self-government was allowed to townships in Bengal. It 
provides for the appointment of a governing body, on which certain ex-offci 
members sit. This body imposes taxation of four different kinds—it must keep 
up a town police force, and it may spend municipal money on roads, 
and conservancy. The Act of 1864 also provides penalties for the breach of 
certain ordinary and reasonable conservancy rules. A limit is prescribed for 
each of the different kinds of taxes which the Act permits. Twenty-six towns 
in Bengal have been incorporated as municipalities under this Act ; most of 
towns are municipal head-quarters of districts, and all of them are places 
of some size and importance. . 

The next Act is Act VI of 1868, the District Towns’ Act. This Act was - 
introduced in 1868 by the hon’ble member who had to-day re-joined the Council. 
When asking for leave to introduce the Bill, the hon’ble mover sketched the 
history of municipal legislation in Bengal from the early days of British 

~ dominion, and he explained that the Bill of 1868 was drawn on ‘the model of 
Act XX of 1856; the town committee were to be rather a consultative than an 
executive body. Their practice was to advise the magistrate on general matters, 
to examiiie and remark upon the town estimates, and either to assess the 
municipal taxes themselves, or to direct their assessment by the ward committees 
Puen inted for different sections of the town. Only one form of taxation is | 
fatieered under this Act, namely a tax according to the circumstances and - 
Si of the persons to be protected; and the town fund thereby raised ‘is 
Fo habte first to the payment of police, and then to the repair of roads or 
‘streets, to the conservancy for general improvement of the town, and to 
maintenance of dispensaries and vaccination. The Act also contain 
; lata Sioned any or all of which can be extended to a town, 
~ empowers the members of the town committee to try persons a 
® gressing these conservancy provisions. This Act is now in force 
towns in Bengal. aay i ee 
Besides these four substantive Municipal Acts, there are tw 
ing Acts; there are two Acts which refer to the suburbs of 
t regarding ination and inoculation ely Garner \ 
urban markets. s there are in Bengal 169 municips 
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is no ground inkin, the people of Bengal will take 
t $# municipal government than the peo le of other pare ee at 

trading marts \and industrial centres of population may perhaps be rar 

Ye in Northern India; but then, on the other hand, there is a much 

) n of educated men who are fit to bé in some sense leaders of 

















Targtr pr a 
the jle. The Bill therefore for which he would solicit the Council’s consider- 
ation if it ever becomes law, have an interest for a large andémportant 


section of the greceny. é a 
If he was permitted to lay the Bill on the table, he should Have an oppor- + | 

tunity of remarking on some of its principal peovitiosy and he would pnly now ay 
trouble the Council with an outline of the object of which the framers of the 
proposed Bill have set before themselves. “9 
Firstly, our intention has been to vindicate the old laws, rather than fram 

-a new law. In order to meet the requirements of large and small towns, ‘the 4 
Bill will provide for two or more classes of municipalities, each with a differs , 
entemaximum rate of taxation. It will provide for the appointment or elec- 7a 
tion of a governing body of commissioners, whose powers be considerably = 
larger than those exercised by the governing bodies under the old munici ii 
Acts, The commissioners will have the power of imposing all or any of the fr 
municipal taxes ; they will decide as to the strength of the police force required ea 
for their town; they will vote the town estimates, and their vote, if passed by =” 
amajority of two-thirds, will be final. The assessment of the taxes, subjecé * 
to the maximum prescribed by this Bill, will devolve on the commissioners or saa 
on bodies acting under them. they will have the power of assigning salaries oe 





to all municipal servants, and a bench of commissioners will sit from timg to 
time as magistrates for trying breaches of the municipal law or rules. The 
conservancy clauses and the municipal Regulations will be collected into a 
separate part of the Bill, and it will be optional with the Lieutenant- * 
Governor to apply all or any of them to any town. p 
In the foregoing ts the new Bill will not differ vanely from parts 

of the other Municipal Bills which have preceded it. He would now very 
briefly’notice the provisions of the Bill which may be in some degree new. 
As the powers of the commissioners have been extended, it has been deemed 
right to provide for the ge, wane of commissioners neglecting to carry out 
‘the municipal system. The Government after all is responsible for the peace 
of towns as well as of the country, and for the state of the main arteri 
roads, and therefore power will be taken by the Government to intervene i 
~ eases where the municipal commissioners may neglect to maintain a sufficien 
town police, or may omit to keep in order a district road which may pass 
their town. The taxes which under the de eee Bill will be impos- 



















Je those which have already in successive Acts been sanction 
cil, viz. a tax on: parsing. eccarding te 
tax on the : value of houses and lands, a tax on varriages, 
nts, a tax on trades and callings, tolls on roads and on fen 
t power for a town to impose within its limits town, 



















ee ee 
H on, say that it was a matter which, so far as His - br | 
\ was concerned, he should be very glad that the Select Committee andsthe Coun- a 
ete wag coysider to what class of school, and to what other objects, it should + — 
be’ and open to municipal corporations to devote their funds. His 
impression was that at this moment there were gosny municipalities anxious to 
give assistance to institutions which the law had not authorized thom at present 
to aid With their funds. He had had frequent applications froma municipalities 
anxious to aid dispensaries and schools; and it often happened that the majority 
of the people in a town were inclined to aid these institutions, and that they. 
thought and agreed that the best, fairest, and most equitable mode of giving 
such assistatice should be by means of municipal taxation. It is proposed, then, 
that_a very wide power should be given to municipalities in not only to 
the different modes of taxation, but also in regard to the different modes of 
expenditure. Coming back to the point from which His Honor started, namely, 
the establishment of municipal schools, it would he for the Select Committee 
and the Council to consider to what classes of schools assistance might properly 
be given. It might be possible'that the Council might consider that it 
be in the Eevee of municipalities to aid not only elementary schools, but also 
those schools which gave education in the English language and in the knowl ; 
of the arts and sciences communicated through the English language. Pray 
would also say one or two words as to the powers proposed to be given to the. 
commissioners under this Bill. Now, his impression was very strong that if — 
edueated gentlemen connected with various towns in various parts of the ree: 
are asked to give their assistance and time and labor for the public good, % 
clear that we should entrust them with very considerable powers; and His 
Howor’s hope was, when the Bill was thoroughly manipulated, that the Council |» 
would see their way to giving large powers to the commissioners, that they would © 
entrust them with some of the powers now entrusted to magi to deal 
with questions arising in towns relating to conservancy, so that they might thus 
exercise both power and responsibilities. " 
-Th® motion was then agreed to. 


JUTE WAREHOUSES: FIRE-BRIGADE. 


‘Me. Berwarp moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the lat ‘ea 

for the registration of jute warehouses in Calcutta, and to provide for the.) 

establishment of an efficient fire-brigade in Calcutta and its suburbs. He said, — 

‘the iple of licensing, inspecting, and controlling the storage of highly — 
secon im Calcutta had alread: Coune 

d for 
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screw-house on the quay, and that fire, if there had been any wind, 
reached an adjoining jute store; it might have destroyed the 
Galeutta which contained all the chief warehouses of ie goods, and it would 
probably have spread to the shipping. If the Council allowed him, he would — 
read a xc epee from a letter of the Chamber of Commerce, in which — 
‘they described the occurrence and urged that some measures should be taken to 
prevent catastrophes of that kind:— ‘ ap 
ms «The consideration of this matter has been pressed anew upon the attention of the Chamber 
~ by ary broke out last Sunday night in a jute screw-house situated in a closely occupied 
vert of Clive Street, surrounded by merchants’ offices and godowns containing merchandize of great 
' It isthe general belief that notwithstanding the exertions of the fire-brigade and the 
ecvie enemy efforts made by the Kuropean crews of vessels moored near the scene of the fire, and. 
which were fortunately successful in confining its ravages to a single block of buildings, if the 
had been an ordinary amount of wind at the time, the fire wo d have speedily reached and utterly 
destroyed a vast amount of property in the neighbourhood, and its extension would have been 
attended with the most deplorable consequences to the trade of Caleutta.” M 
; A few days ago two Calcutta firms, which had their offices and godowns 
. onthe quay, complained to the magistrate against a jute warehouse next 
door. to them. In this enclosure of their store there were some 200 square 
ieee of “aan covered with jute clippings; the stack of clippings was twelve 
or so high, and topped the wall of the yard. On one side of this yard was 
¢ and its fire, on the other was a large forge constantly at work. If 
fallen from either of these fires on the jute clippings, and if there 
any wind, a most disastrous fire must have been the result. But the 
agistrate could not, as the law now stood, aga the owner of the jute yard 
_ © to take order with his property so as to obviate the risk of fire. se 
_. . "The Justices of the Peace, the Chamber of Commerce, the Suburban Muni- 
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cipal Commissioners, all thought that this state of things ought not to continue, — 

_ and agreed to ask the Legislature to strengthen the hands of the municipality in 
© this matter, It was happily true that we had not as Pie had man pas So 
‘aecidents from the burning of jute stores: but when this Council considered 
risk caused by the present condition of many of these jute yards; when | 
remembered that the existence of ill-ord jute yards all over the ri 
‘of the city was not only likely to cause fires, but was certain to. 
the evils of any conflagration which might unfortunatel 
the Council considered these points, it would perhaps permit 
; 1 with a view to strengthening the hands of the munici 
that ail jute warehouses ought to be te 
limited portion of the town should 








































ed in tho London Fire-brigade Act, and there was n¢ 
es of Calcutta to prevent our adopting them. mee Ate hate 
had y ‘to add that if the Qouncil saw fit to permit the introduction _ 
Bill, and if the Bill shouldbe referred,to a Select Committee, the 
ttee would take steps to obtain from the Justices, from the Chamber of 


Commerce, and from the Suburban Municipal Commissioners, su¢h om dea 









of opinion as those bodies might be willing t6 give on the principles and details 

of the*Bill. * . 5 i 
_ His Honor rae Prestpenr said he had received that morning a memorial’ + 

from the Agents of certain Fire Insurance Companies in connection with this 

Bill. He had not had time to communicate with the hon’ble member in : 

of the Bilf regarding the memorial, and therefore, if agreeable to the Council, 

he would ask the Secretary to read it. F ; 

The memorial, which was as follows, was then read :— | 


\ “Caxcurra, 4th December 1871 
To H. L, DAMPIER, Esq., o.s., Secretary to the Government of Bengal. . 
Sin, 


Ws, the undersigned Agents of Fire Insurance Offices, have to bring to your notice, for 
the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,-that at a meeting held by us this 
day at the Chathber of Commerce, after discussion of the occurrence of the late disastrous fire (the 
second of the kind this year) which took place on the night of Sunday, the 26th ultimo, and was 
caused by the ignition of jute in godowns situated in Clive Street, we came to the following resolution:— * — 

‘That owing to the great danger in which both life and prgperty were placed from the constant 
recurrence of such fires, arising as they do from loose jute tat scales stored in godowns situated 
in and bordering on the bazar, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor be requested to cause measures 
to be taken, at the earliest possible date, for the entire removal of all unscrewed and screyed jute 
and cotton or other inflammable fibres beyond the limits of the town of Calcutta, and for the* 
suppression of all screws within the said limits,’ : 

We do not think that we are. unreasonable in urging upon His Honor the Lieutenant- — 
Governor that such an Act may be passed, considering the large interests that are endangered, and 
that although it isin a measure for our protection, it is still more so for that of native Ete, ay well | 
as both European and native property stored in the business part of the city. LN ea 

On both occasions of fire to which we refer, there was fortunately scarcely any wind g. 
Had a high wind prevailed, a conflagration might have been witnessed little short of the late terrible 
one in*America, and the loss of property might have involved a, large portion of the \ 
community in comparative ruin. is 

In laying this matter before His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, we beg further to intimal 
to you that ‘should His Honor require any further information upon the subject before taking action, a 
deputation of Agents of fire offices will, when convenient to His Honor, be prepared to wait upon him, 
f 2 bee: We have, &c., =) Save] 

PD (Signed by seventeen Agents of Fire Insurance Offices.”) 


“The motion was then agreed to. : 
Mr. Berwarp applied to the President to suspend the rules for the conduct. 
a chee feaatie im to move that the Bill be read in Council and red. 






























4 gg aap and of the v 
‘considerab oceurred in the 
Such a state of affairs urgehtly required that some stringent 
. should be passed for the segabeing and licensing of all places not. only 3 
Caleutta, but also in the suburbs, and for insisting that proper care sho 
taken by the dealers in jute against fire. mak 
- The Bill, however, he found, did not vest the Suburban Municipal Commis- 
ioners with power inthe matter, and he thought tliat they should have as much 
* power in the suburbs as the Justices of the Peace in Calcutta. hd 
~ Mr. Corvi said, that as this was the first occasion on which he had the 
honor of sitting in the Council, he felt that it would have been more ming 
on his part to have preserved a modest silence ¢han to address the Couneil, as 
without having first acquired some experience of its 
But as the Bill which had just been introduced was one which, 
while of great importance to the inhabitants of the city at large, also closely 
affected the interests of the section of the community to which he more imme-_ 
diately belonged, and the interests of which he trusted he might be considered 
in some degree to represent, he did not think he would be doing his duty by 
his fellow merchants and traders if he did not endeavour to express the yiews 
which he belieyed to be held by them generally, as well as by himself personally, 
on the subject Still he did not wish to appear as the advocate of the interests 
of a particular class, exeept in so far as the general welfare was involved in and 
connected with them. He ‘vould premise that the object of the measure, viz. 
the greater security of the city against fires, especially such as arise from the 
storage of hazardous goods in premises within its precincts, was one which he _ 
" was very glad to have the opportunity of . supporting, and that he quite 
_ concurred in the provisions of the Bill as far as they went; but he thought that 
there would be found to be a general impression that they should go further 
‘still, and that provision should be made for the eventual abolition of licenses 
altogether for the storage of jute, cotton, and other combustible substances in 
pfemises within the limits of the town, and for their gradual removal to 
situations on the outskirts of the city, such as the banks of the canals ‘or 
_ other side of the river. This might appear a strong measure, but he bel 
it to be really essential for the purpose in view; and that half measures, su 
amore stringent of licensing, though a step in the right direct 
were comparati inadequate. For instance, he was informed 
premises in which the recent fire occurred were duly licensed under the 
_ Act; yet the fire occurred there all the same, and a similar even 
oes a neta eg It might be said that he had not sho 
_ sufficient cause for such an ne apa: Caer Bs magnon that the ex; 
of recent point to any fire of great extent, or a 
ri es, as to render it necessary, or to warrant His Hor 
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sid station, and a padi: i 
pueperty was destroyed. " PF is 


































ri , 
) i ich he thought such a 
eased. Fire insurance was a considerable and important element * 
le of the city, and as such, fairly liable to bear its due proportio’ | 
‘imperial and municipal taxation ; but to single it out specially to contribute i 
‘a fund of*which the object was admittedly the general safety of public life + 
and property, was, he thought, a proceeding ‘ecidedty open to ye ag / 
? 
pee he wished to express the general satisfaction, which he was sure 
would be felt, that His Honor’s government was taking early steps to secure 
greater ion against fite than now exists, but is urgently, needed in this 
city, which contains such a vast population, and such an accumulation of valu- fa 
one ey, within a comparatively limited area, and in situations of very 
iderable risk. 


Mr. Brernarp said, there were one or two points on whic thought he 
ought to i this was in some sense the second reading .” Bill. The 
hon’ble member on his left (Moulvy Abdool Luteef) had o ed that the 
Suburban Municipal Commissioners had no power under the existing law to 
license or register jute warehouses. This, however, was a matter with which the 
Committee could deal ; but the idea was that the Corporation of Justices 
for Calcutta should be responsible for the working of the Bill throughout 
Calcutta and the suburbs. If, however, it was necessary that the Suburban 
Commissioners should have co-ordinate powers with the Justices under the Bill, 
such powers could be piven; but there was something to be said for having one 
agency to do the whole business. The hon’ble member ppposts (Mr. Colvin) 
had made a suggestion which would be a question for the Howrah Munici : 
Commissioners and the Council to consider, namely, as'to whether it would not 
be advisable to provide for the eventual removal of jute storehouses from 
Calcutta across the river to Howrah, and to portions of the suburbs. The 
hon’ble member must be admitted to be a better authority on such a subject 
than perhaps any other member of the Council, and he had expressed a decided 
opinion that it was advisable to provide for the eventual removal of these | __ 
warehouses from Caleutta. On such a point he (Mn. Berwarp) had no doubt that © 
ee W ogte tit cece prwriion should bo mao the Bl eae 
if they 1 it ri ¢ such provision sho in ill; andjif 
te ane interests be sks ciamnaron of Calcutta the framers Re eee 
certainly would not object. There was one other point that had been referred 


‘namely, the taxation of Insurance Companies for the support of a fire-brigade. 
his proviai was adopted from the coe Act of Parliament providing for the 
‘canteen tablishm cheep an i a eee ad aepinplems na teney history of 
Insurance Companies in London wo ow that former ce ies 
used to keep their own fire-engines, and that there Barer a Sein, eee 
n companies as to which should got first with their engines to 
was however found better to get all the fire-engines into one 
ne management; the Insurance Companies therefore no_ 
beisedk:ic, en oo Bd referred to a Select Comm 
























































the Council itself i 

2 geal peng pedty agent nag head arg 
e ve- career. 

ae fines was sure that thére was no hon'ble member . 

assistance in respect of a Bill of this Kind, 

aay bills of a similar nature, as the hon’ble member, and 

he’ would consent to serve on the Select Committee to whom 


“be refi 
The motion was agreed to. 
CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. ’ 


Mr. Bernarp moved for leave to bring in a Bill to extend the 
wers of the Justices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta. A letter 
Siscas explaining why they wish to borrow more money, “and why 
obliged to trouble the on the matter, is, he believed, in the 
each member of the Council. The Justices’ letter showed that the 
of Calcutta had decided, at a large meeting held after long discussion, 
accept the advice of certain skilled engineers who know. Calcutta ie 
extend the drainage works which have already done much benefit to a 
Calcutta. The proposed extension will not indeed eomplete the 
scheme for the “vile city, but it will provide for the wants of a 
lliet Pap meen, DRE et the fo i town. hig regen ne 
being permanent improvements, cannot be carried 
current revenue; they are an outlay from capital, and must be 
2 oe and the Justices age 0 power So Sane. deities era 
consider that the extension now proposed is as heavy a 
they can fairly lay | the present inhabitants of Calentéa. When 
_ existing liabilities of the Justices shall have been in rege ae 
~ Calcutta ma Sed iGh Sane oa the drainage scheme still 5 
ciples and are some years hence as ee approved 
. This cil may not desire to consider whether the drainage plan is | 
is not a good one, the hon’ble iston of the Susoc in ssl dn favor 





<4 


a i 





3 


Ai 


ie : 


burden as 







a 










negey monte 








of the drainage scheme ; th the decision of the Justices is as 
fa oie aay ap permits the Justices to add to the find 
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Cal: a 
i necessities of thy 
loan ution ; but he gathered that such is their 

ition, and that he considers the existing taxation 
is sufficient té meet the requirements of the proposed 'new loan. 

Mx. Bernarp had troubled the Council thus long in this matter, because it 
woe ee aia the financial state of the corporation should be made clear, 

inancii jidicultieg in '@ sister Indian city may perhaps make the Council 
anxious about the wisdom of increasing the funded debt of Calcutta. But it 
seems as if the Calcutta Municipal Corporation has hitherto managed their 
affairs sufficiently well to warrant their asking this Council's leave to borrow 
a further sum for permanent improvements to the metropolis of British India. 

The motion was to. 

' Mr. Bernarp — to the President to suspend the rules for the conduct 
of business to enable him to move that the Bill be read in Council and referred 
to a Select Committee. 

‘His Honor tue Preswpeyt said, this was not a subject that the Govern- 
ment had any ep Songer unduly to h , but it was felt that the Justices 
had ju said if the work on which the money was to be expended was 
to be undertaken, it ought to be done quickly. The working season was pass- 
ing away and it was very desirable that a reply should be given to their 
proposition as soon as may be. The subject been thoroughly discussed by 
the corporation, and the papers on the subject would be laid before the Council 
which would put them into possession of the whole facts; and under these 
circumstances ES thought be would be justified in suspending the rules in order 
that the Bill might be read in Council and referred to a Select Committee 
at once. 

The motion was then agreed to, and the Bill referred to a Select Committee, 
consisting of Mr. Bayley, Rajah Joteendro Mohun Tagore, Mr. Colvin, and the 
Mover, with instructions to report in one week. 


_ EMBANKMENTS AND ‘DRAINAGE. a <a 







Mr. Seaton, in reference to the motion on the paper opposite his name, 


moved that the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to provide for embank- 
ments and draii 
the clauses, and that the clauses of the Bill be considered for,settlement in the 
form recommended by the Select Committee, observed that since his return to 
town he had found that a considerable mass of papers had been collected 
upon very important points of the Bill before the Council. These 
the embankments at present pane hf 
last-met, a communication had been submit 




































which touched on a principle of rather special “im 
which pr d to abolish all y i 


Bo Reger rpg 
on. He t he might sa’ t e 
me! abe adi of soy sooth ¢ 






be taken into consideration in order to the settlement of 


of th 





eh ae Ee 


“al 
ie 
ra 




















Cuttack { Jail 
False Point 


Jugntsingpore = ++ 
Sumbnlpore ” 
Balasore ~ 
Bhaddruck ou 


Pooree pr 
Khoordah a 
Hazareebaneh Jail 
Murhee ” 
Pachamba oa 
Kanchee . 
Palamow 
Porulia o 
Gobindpore we 
Uhyebasan 


Oot. 


Naerore. 


Vatn» (Bankipore) 
Dinapore Jail ” 
Vobar o 
Barb ois 
Gya wn 
Sherghotty * 
Nowadab os 
Arungabad 
Chivnparan ” 
Bettiah ” 
Choprah oy 

|| Sewan i“ 

£4 | Mozufferpore 

fe || Durbh “ 
Seetamaree 
Tajpore “ 








Bhanguipore 
Mudheypooral 








33 





EiEbigidi 


penets 4 


Telegraph Office 
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Not received | Not received | 69-13 19th Nov, 1871, 


Not received | Not received e709 \12th Nov. 1871 





compiled at the M ogic 
6 ra Office, ; Sears acai 


ary yom Ist 
January 1871. 


Inches | Up to date. | 


1871. 

























| Inches. Inches. 5 
Nil Nil 60°28 | Srd Nec. 1871. 
ditto ditto 4023 ditto. 
ditto Notreceived | 629 |26th Nov. 187] 
ditto ditto B19 ditto 
* ditto ditto 48:30 ditto, 


ditto ditto 503 ditto. 


Not received ditto 41-76 |10th Nov.1871|  * 


Mil Nil 63°86 | 8rd Dee. 1871. 


Not received | Notreceived | 62°98 19th Nov, 1871. 


Kil Nil 65°32 | Srd Dec, 1871. 


Not recoived | Not received | 642 20th Oct. 1871, 


Nil Nil 65°08 | Ard Dec, 1871, 
ditto Not received | 49°09 {26th Nov, 187) 









ditto ditto 67°33 ditto. 
ditto Nil aga | ard Dec. 1871 
ditto ditto 6186 ditto, 
ditto ditto 61-29 ditto, 
ditto ditto aa) ditto —.,.| From 12th June. 
ditto ditto Bade ditto, 
ditto ditto Aas ditto, 
ditto J ditto 52°03 cities - 
Not receiv ditto 64-22 itto «| Not received 20th 
Nil ditto 87°84 ditto, ae 
ditto ditto 47-97 ditto, 
ditto ditto 4017 ditto, 


ditto ditto BIRO ditto —_...| Not received 2ad togth Oct. 














ditto ditta 30°33 ditto, 


Nil ditto @193 {26th Nov. 1871. From 6th June, and not 
Mth to 28nd Oct, 

ditto Nil roar | 3rd Nec. 1871 

ditto ditto 82°01 ditto. 

ditto ditto 77°02 ditto, . 


Nil Nil aaRg | 8rd Dec, 1871, 











16th to 28nd Oct, 
ditto ditto | 50°02 ditto _...| From 98nd May. 
ditto Nil 60°89 | Brd Dec. 1871, 
ditto Not received! 72:48 [26th Nov. 1871, , ‘ 
ditto Nil 52°55 | 8rd Dec. 1871| Not received 30th Oct. to 6th Nov, 


i 
Not received | Not received | @1°37 | Sth Nov, 1871, 





















ditto 66:13 (26th Nov. 1871 


ditty ditto. 
Nil Brd Dec, 1871 
| Not received 63 \2@th Nov. 1871| From 13th February. 
Nil 8rd Dec. 1871| From 12th February, 
ditto —_,.,| From 21st May. 








26th Nov, 1871| From 13th June. 
lat Oct, 1871 | From 26th June, 
Ard Deo, 1871 


Not received 9th Oct. to 6th Nay. 


received 


Not received th to 22nd Oct. 


Not received ditto 52°98 ditto wo} Not recorded 6th to 19th March, 
and notreceived 20thto 26th Nov. 
Nil Not received | 60°61 [26th Nov. 1871) From 1st April, and not received 


ditto a7-n2 |19th Nov, 1871) Not received 9th Oct. to 12th Now. : 
Nil 6623 | 8rd Deo, 1871 |Not received 30th Oct. to 19th Nov., 
ditto 40°24 ditto, and 20th to 26th Nov. 
ditto 8220 ditto «| From i4th August, 
ditto 68°02 ditto. 

Not received | 47:37 {26th Nov, 1871 


ditto —_,..| Not received 20th to 26th Nov, 
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Ineh 3 © 
ane ai rel | ate tN received 13th td" 
7 ’ to itto ¢ tto = .,,| Not 13th . 
‘ ie ‘ ditto ditto | 8:00 ditto. otk, Hes 
5 ditto ditto 63°21 ditto. 
. | Notreceived | Not received | 91°36 [19th Noy. 1871. 
Nil Nil 81°35 | 3rd Dec, 1871. © 
ditto ‘ ditto $3.10 ditto, | 
we | ditto ditto | 7005 | ditto _..! From 18th Fohruary, 
+» | Not received | Not received | 92°62 | 6th Nov, 1871 Frm 6th Mareh, 
; se ditto ditto 61:03 ditto... Brom ard April, 
3 mote | Otto ditto | dist | ditto ditto, si whe 
Bagi on ne ditto ditto 50°78 ditto, ditto, 
24 | Seugorixinnd =... Nil Nil 100-70 | gra Dec. 1871. 
& Caicurte ia ee ditto ditto 93 31 ditto, 
Es «one § Hospital .. «| ditto ditto 2639 ditto, ; 
Aliporé 2 dail... | ditto ditto 07°63 ditto...) Not received 6th to 19th Nov. 
Barrack pore we oo ditto ditto 8452 ditto. 
Dam-Dum - oe ditto ditto 7051 ditto. . 
Yaraset ae “o ditto ditto 69°26 ditto, 
Satkherah ose ” ditto ditto 73°78 ditto. 
Dusseerhant wre te ditto ditto 7458 ditto 
Iiamond Harbour ... a ditto ditto 8090 ditto. 
Barripore mi “ ditto ditto 93°80 ditto, 
Telegraph Office ditto * citto B74 ditto. 
acon { Jail wr | ditto ditto 8190 ditto. - 
Rurriswul Z | Not received ditto os04 ditto Not received 20th to 26th Nov. 
Dowlar Khan oe we ditto Not received | 11926 | sth Nov, 1871 | Not reed. 25th Sept. to Sth Oct. 
Perozepore is oe Nil Nil 92°45) | grd Dec. 1871. 
Madaripore . ditto ditto 7970 ditto, 
Fn pore oo ditto ditto 9216 ditto, 
Goalyndo ie we ditto ditto. 69:33 ditto | From 6th June. 
Not received | Not received | 111-04 lio¢h Now. 1871. 
F Nil ditto 78°08 igeth Nov. 1871. 
ditto Nil 103'65 | ard Dec. 1871. 
ditto ditto = | 117-71 ditto, 
ditto ditto 14400 ditto 
ditto ditto 1-37 ditto. 
020 Not received | 92°45 lgath Now 1871 
010 O10 10388 | grd Dec. 1871. 
Nil Nil 10278 | grd Dee. 1871, 
ditto ditto |10717 ditto. 
ditto Notreceived | 163°60  |gsth Nov, 1871., 
i ditto Nil 98°78 | grd_ Dec, 1871, 
1 ditto ditto 182 83 ditto, 
ditto ditto 9743 ditto. 
ditto ditto 1132 ditto. 
Akynb ditto ditto | 19930 ditto, 
Cooch Bebar . ditto ditto hd ditto sa| From 22nd September. _ 
Buxo O18 ditto 167°5) ditto. 
is 020 ditto 85°69 ditto, 
Notreoeived | Not received | 67°63 | sth Nov, 1871 | Not recorded 27th Keb. to 6th Mar, 
jaro Hilis) 2 Ni Nil 10754 | grd Dee. 1871 
Telegraph Office | Not received | Not received | 124 64 Ist Oct. 1871. 
capital Pr il 11710 | Grd Dec, 1871. 
. + | Not received | Notreceived |190°91  /gist Oct. 1871. 3 
= ditto 43°97 | th Aug 1871 | Not recorded since oth Augnat. 
os oo Nil Nil 91°80 | ard Dec. 1871, 
oo + | Not received | Not received | 64°08 [19th Nov. 1871. 
we on O'R? Nil 82°68 | 3rd Dec. 1871. 
a a 0°60 ‘ditto 127741 ditto —_.,| Not received 9th to 16th Oot, 
co | = 099 — | Notreceived | 67°30 Nov. 1871 | From 30th Jun. 
« ss Nil ditto 79.57 ditto Not received 25tb Sept, to lat Oot. 
oT] FS lamtatasvenifuteee, [pSee ee: 1072 
” ” ‘ Nov. 1871. 
ae oe 0-92 ditto 92°81. ditto —_.,.| From 22nd February and not 
ne ae ey ( ditto |1os98 | ditto. ecived 13th to 19th Nov 
os ” 1:63 ditto li47 ditto, . 
“i wie op ditto 107'40 ditto —_.,,| Not received 30th Oct, Boe Noy, 
as on Os6 ditto 92°28 ditto. —_,,,| Not received 11th to pt, 
ay os Nil ditto 6°71 ditto, and. 16th to 22nd Oot, nom 
bad #000 ditto Nil 81415 | Brd Dec. 1871 | From 18th fey y che 
et «| ditto | Notreceived |120'60 /g6th Nov. 1871 | Not received t. to.ith Nov, 
| ditto ditto | 67-48 ditto .,,| Not received 2nd to Sth Oct, 
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For Wetcorologicai Reporter to the Govt. of Besgals. 








